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C) THE SCOPE AND LEVEL OF HEALTH CARE, RESIDENTIAL CARE, AND 
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES, AND OTHER SERVICES AND AMENITIES TO BE 
PROVIDED AT EACH HOME. �
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''��. ,��$���/��Assembly Bill No. 193 
 
CHAPTER 810 
 
An act to add and repeal Section 1011.7 of the Military and Veterans Code, relating to veterans. 
 
[Approved by Governor October 8, 1999.  
Filed with Secretary of State October 10, 1999.] 
 
LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST 
AB 193, Cardoza. Veterans homes. 
 
Existing law establishes a Veterans Home of California, Yountville, and authorizes the Department of Veterans 
Affairs to establish and construct a 2nd home located at various sites in southern California. This bill would 
establish a Governor’s Commission on Veterans Homes consisting of 12 appointed and ex officio members to 
advise the Governor and the Legislature, as specified, on the establishment of veterans homes in California. The 
bill would repeal these provisions as of January 1, 2002. 
 
The people of the State of California do enact as follows: 
 
SECTION 1. Section 1011.7 is added to the Military and Veterans Code, to read: 
1011.7. (a) There is hereby created a Governor’s Commission on Veterans Homes to advise the Governor and 
the Legislature on the establishment of veterans homes in California. 
 

(b) The commission shall consist of 12 members as follows: 
 

(1) A member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars , appointed by the Governor from a list of three 
names submitted to the Governor by the Commander of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
 
(2) A member of the American Legion , appointed by the Governor from a list of three names 
submitted to the Governor by the Commander of the American Legion. 
 
(3) A member of the Disabled American Veterans , appointed by the Governor from a list of 
three names submitted to the Governor by the Commander of the Disabled American Veterans. 
 
(4) A member of the AmVets , appointed by the Governor from a list of three names submitted to 
the Governor by the Commander of the AmVets. 
 
(5) Three veterans , as defined by Section 980, appointed by the Governor. 
 
(6) Two members appointed by the Speaker of the Assembly , one of whom shall be a 
veteran, as defined by Section 980, and one of whom shall serve as an ex officio, nonvoting 
member. 

 
 (7) Two members appointed by the Senate Committee on Rules , 

one of whom shall be a veteran, as defined by Section 980, and one 
of whom shall serve as an ex officio, nonvoting member. 
 
(8) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs  or his or her designee.  
 

(c) (1) In making appointments pursuant to paragraphs (1) to (4), inclusive, of subdivision (b), the 
Governor shall consult with the leadership of the veterans organizations specified in those paragraphs. 
 
(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, gubernatorial appointments made pursuant to subdivision 
(b) shall not be subject to the approval of the Senate. 
 
(d) The Governor shall select one of the members to serve as chairperson. 
 
(e) The commission shall hold a minimum of four public meetings at times and places as it shall 
determine. 
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(f) (1) Each member shall receive, for each day’s attendance at each meeting of the commission, a per 
diem of fifty dollars ($50) and shall receive the same per diem for each day spent on official duties 
assigned by the commission. 
 
(2) Each member shall be reimbursed for his or her necessary traveling and other expenses incurred in 
the performance of his or her official duties. State agencies, including those identified in subdivision (j), 
may pay a portion of the commission’s expenses. 
 
(g) (1) The commission shall establish findings and make recommendations to the Governor and the 
Legislature on the establishment of veterans homes in California. The findings and recommendations 
may include, but need not be limited to, the following matters: 
 

(A) Possible sites for one or more state veterans homes. This recommendation shall give 
consideration to the availability of federal surplus property and any property available for no cost, 
or at less than market value, from public or private sources, and to a competitive site-selection 
process that would compare the relative merits of all available sites. 
 
(B) Selection of a site specifically for the treatment of veterans who suffer from Alzheimer’s 
disease or other diseases causing dementia. Preference should be given to a site with access to 
an existing medical teaching or research facility. 
 
(C) The scope and level of health care, residential care, and recreational facilities, and other 
services and amenities to be provided at each home. 

 
(D) The number of sites to be established and the resident population to be served at each site, 
including a description of the type, size, and projected population of each of the residential 
components of the home, including, but not limited to, skilled nursing care beds, intermediate 
care beds, domiciliary care, independent living facilities, and day care facilities. 
 
(E) Estimates of design and planning costs, land acquisition costs, capital construction costs, and 
annual operating costs of each home that would be associated with various modes of 
construction. 
 
(F) Financing options for the development and construction of a home on one or more sites that 
shall include, but not be limited to, financial assistance available through the federal Department 
of Veterans Affairs State Home Grants Program. 
 
(G) The management of each home by state or private administration. 
(2) For the purposes of paragraph (1), the commission shall hear testimony from interested 
citizens concerning the needs of veterans in California. 
 
(h) Notwithstanding Section 7550.5 of the Government Code, the commission shall report to the 
Governor and the Legislature on or before October 1, 2001, concerning its findings and 
recommendations, as specified in subdivision (g), for the development and construction activities 
associated with veterans homes in California. 
 
(i) (1) Any new veterans homes sites recommended by the Governor’s Commission on Veterans 
Homes shall be in addition to, and any new homes shall be built after, those listed in Section 
1011. (2) Priority for new veterans home sites shall be in areas that have been underserved, 
specifically in the San Joaquin Valley and the Los Angeles Basin. 
 
(j) State agencies, including, but not limited to, the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research, 
the Department of Veterans Affairs, the office of the Treasurer, and the Project Management 
Branch within the Real Estate Services Division of the Department of General Services, may 
provide staff assistance to the commission upon its request. 
 
(k) The commission may solicit and accept private donations, through benefits. 
 
(l) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2002, and as of that date is repealed, 
unless a later enacted statute, that is enacted before January 1, 2002, deletes or extends that 
date. 
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SUB-COMMITTEES 
 
Financing Options and Cost Committee   
 
Chair Ron Melendez 
Russell Woods 
Sandra Yope 
 
Level of Care Committee  
 
Chair Bill Manes 
Daniel Silva 
 
Site Selection Committees  
 
Greater Los Angeles Veterans Healthcare Center 
 
Chair Leo Burke 
Bill Manes 
 
Long Beach VA Health Care Center 
 
Chair John Larson 
Ron Melendez 
 
Central Valley Veterans Home 
  
Chair Nettie Washington 
Denis Wells 
Tom Craft 
Assembly Member Dennis Cardoza 
 
Northern California/Shasta County Veterans Home 
 
Chair Daniel Silva 
Sandra Yope 
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LEVEL OF CARE TO BE PROVIDED AT VETERANS HOMES  

 
DRAFT COMMITTEE REPORT 

May 17, 2001 
 
The following is essentially taken from the report submitted by the Governor’s Advisory Commission 
on the Southern California Veterans Home (1992). 
 
The standard levels of health care available in a Veterans Home would normally be: 
 
1.Residential (Domiciliary) Care 
This level is for aged and/or disabled Veterans who are self-sufficient and able to perform daily living 
activities adequately. They require a minimum of personal care. Supervision is provided by non-nursing 
staff. 
 
2.Intermediate Nursing Care 
Residents in this level of care require a minimum amount of nursing assistance to perform daily living 
activities. Licensed nursing staff administer medications and treatments. There may also be supportive, 
restorative and preventative medical services. This level differs from Skilled Nursing to the extent that 
there is less recurring need for nursing services and the degree of mental activity is a factor in the 
amount of care required. 
 
3.Licensed Residential Care 
A licensed nursing staff is provided for care of the residents on a 24-hour basis to provide a minimal 
level of nursing care and supervision. This level may also include alcohol and drug rehabilitation 
programs. 
 
4.Skilled Nursing Care 
This level provides 24-hour inpatient skilled nursing on an extended basis. As a minimum, patients 
receive rehabilitation, nursing, pharmaceutical, dietary and activity programs. The degree of need for 
care may vary from moderate to total, depending on the patient�s condition. 
 
5.Acute Care 
This level provides continuous life saving services, including medical, nursing, surgical, anesthesia, 
laboratory, radiology, pharmacy, dietary, psychiatric, intensive and coronary care. 
 
The current design for the California Veterans Homes in Southern California call for the following 
numbers of beds in each 400-bed capacity home, based on the recommendations of the previous 
Commission: 
Residential Care unit:   220 beds 
Intermediate Nursing Care unit:    120 beds 
Licensed Residential Care unit  (An ancillary function of the Home; no separate bed allotment) 
Skilled Nursing Care unit: 60 beds 
 
Commentary: 
1.  There should be another level added to this list concerning the care for persons suffering from 
Alzheimer’s and related dementia problems.  While this care is frequently considered to be at the Skilled 
Nursing level, there are unique requirements for addressing the needs of such persons, and there is 
information becoming available that a lower level of care with specialized design of services may be 
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provided for some persons with this type of health problem. 
 
The Commission should be provided with expert advice to develop recommendations concerning the 
level of care to be provided for persons with dementia type health care needs. 
 
2.  Many studies in past years, concerning the proposals for developing State Veterans Homes, including 
the reports of the previous advisory commissions, have concluded that acute care should not be included 
in the levels of care to be provided. The reasons include the extraordinary costs associated with the 
construction of acute care hospitals, the high operating costs of these facilities, and the low occupancy 
rates.  It appears likely at this time that many of the sites to be considered by the Commission may be in 
close proximity to existing Medical Centers operated by USDVA, and that these sites have significant 
acute care facilities, which are currently underutilized.  
 
The final recommendations concerning the level of care should be tailored to the sites that are included 
in the recommendations but, in any event, the Commission should carefully consider the cost and needs 
factors in providing acute care in developing its recommendations concerning both sites and levels of 
care. 
 
3.  If acute care is not to be provided on site at a State Veterans Home, the ability of residents to receive 
such care, the sources of the care, and how it is to be provided, should be significant considerations in 
any site selection.  
 
The Commission should consider adding the following to the site selection criteria: 
Medical care Access  (access should be defined as within 30 minutes driving time to the facility of 
need): 
A.) Is there access to modern emergency and urgent care services? 
B.)  Is there access to surgical and psychiatric services? 
C.)  What are the geriatric services and management of those services available to the veteran? 
D.)  Is there access to specialized services for the treatment of Alzheimer’s disease and other diseases 
that cause Dementia? 
E.)  What is the extent of the continuum of care available at the proposed site or access to? 
 
4.  Experience with the first two homes constructed in Southern California, at Barstow and Chula Vista, 
would appear to justify changes, at future sites, to the number of beds in each of the levels of service, 
with significant reduction in the numbers of domiciliary-only beds and corresponding increases in 
nursing care beds.  The recommendations of this Commission would, of course, have to be based on the 
recommendations made for the size of each Home that would be constructed. 
 
The Commission should be provided with expert advice from the Department of Veterans Affairs 
concerning the anticipated needs of the various levels of service in future homes, and the homes should 
be designed to provide maximum utilization according to such projections of need. 
 
  
 

QUALITY OF LIFE DISCUSSION ISSUES 
 
The Level of Care Committee submits the following as a statement of concerns related to the 
development of recommendations concerning the design of future State Veterans Homes.  The 
Committee considers that these concerns will necessitate much discussion.  We should see what 
research exists that will establish, what current health professionals feel, is the best design for a facility 
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that houses/ treats residents with Alzheimer’s and or dementia. There is considerable research already 
pointing to the fact that constant and challenging brain activity prolongs the on set of these diseases. 
 
This in turn lends itself to the proposed site. What are pros and cons of the environment? What are the 
activities at the site or that one has access to that will encourage family / friends participation that will 
assist in prolonging the onset of these diseases.  What are the opportunities for continuing education 
programs? 
 
Quality of life issues are always linked on a daily basis to food. We should take the time to investigate 
who out there is currently considered a leader and seek their council as to what is being done that we do 
not want to repeat. In addition, what is not being done currently that should be. 
 
Quality of life issues are also connected to cultural diversity and what activities are available to the 
residents and 
their family and friends.  
 
These are a few thoughts to get the discussion started.  However, we need a great deal of input as we 
proceed. Everything that (the Committee members) have read thus far seems to indicate that we are 
headed for a reality that may be manageable or may not be. That reality is the ageing of the veteran’s 
population. 
 
Information available indicates that more than 38% of the current veteran population is 65 or older. A 
peak of 9.3 million as of the year 2000. While the number of veterans 85 and older will continue to rise 
peaking in the year 2020. 
 
While we do not need to reinvent the wheel, we should also investigate new and innovated approaches. 
As the new demands continue to challenge us, we may find that the wheel will come to represent the old 
way of doing business. 
 
 
 
 
Submitted:      May 17, 2001 
 
 
William C. Manes 
Daniel J. Silva 

 
 



 Page -26- 

Governors Commission on California Veterans Homes 
�

� �!"���'��$��#�$*���)2-��� $$������
� �!�- �(��'$ ����!�.��'��!$ �(����$��

�

+�	������������
 

����� �����		����*�3�*�*��*B�+�	��*���*��+����	�*B����	��"� �����		��(���*���	�*B��!�
���������*��=����*�5���*��'����*����9�����*��� ������4�������)������	�����	��*���)�������
	��	���<�)��*��=�����������*��*�����!��*���6�	���*��8�����"���������*(���B����*B�!�*�*��*B�
��	��*���*�����	�%��2*�� ����	��!�	���� �����		����������)���������!��*���1����	��*	��!�
6�	���*���!!�����"�16�(��	�!!��*�� ��*B���*�#��*������������*�
��G��	�1����	����4���#��A����
�16��6�	���*��8������*��-�**�7��*��*��16��# �B�	��	�!!%�

�
���� � �����		��� ��)���� �*�� ���@� 3�*�*��*B� ��	��*������	� 	��  ���� 	��� #���	��� �*���� ���
6��	�� 8������ �)������� ���� ������ ��	���	��� ���	��� /�� 1����	��*	� �!� 6�	���*�� �!!�����
"/�16�(��������	��*�	����	�������*���	�����	�������*��������%�
�
� �!�- �(��'$ ���/�
�
� �����		��� !�*��*B��� BB��	���	��	���	�� B��	�����������*��	������!� !�*�*��*B��)��������
	����*���!���������	�����*�� ����=��!�$��#�������$�)-$ ����#��$!$��������!- " $ ��>�!��
!)$*�� 6�.�2+�� $"��?@�������-$ ����@�?��$��@�?A0�� �����G��	�)���!�	�����B��*	������	��
�����	� �	�	��� �*� 	��� ��C ���	��*� �!� ��� ��*�	� �	��*� �!� �	�	�� 8���� !�����	���� !��� ! �*����*B�
������������� * ���*B� ������ ��� �����	��� ����� 	�� )�	���*�� �*� �	�	��8����%� � 
��G��	� B��*	�� ����
����� �� 	��� /�16��� ������ ���� *�	� �;����� M,N� �!� 	��� ��	���	��� ���	�� �!� ��*�	� �	��*�
�*�� ��*B�	������)����*��!��*�	�����C ����*	�!����*��� ��� ����*B%���������*	��!�/�16��<��*	�
! *���������)��� ��*�������	��*���!�����������!�!�����	�������	��*�!���)�	���*�D�� ������%�
�
3�������3 *��������*����)�������	���	�	���	��	@�

�
• 2��*	�!����	�����
• � ��	��*��������	��*���	���������������	����*�I�
• ���	�!�� 	��	� 	��� ������*B� �	�	�� ���� ���������	��� �� �	�	�� ��	��� �!� &,N� �!� 	���

��*�	� �	��*����	�%�
�
����� �����		������*	�!����	������������� ������!��	�	����	���*B�! *��%������!���	����K
 ����
4��A�� #�*�� 3�*�*��*BL� 	��� ��	����  ���� �� #���	��� �*�� �� ��� 6��	�%� � ���� ����*�� ���

������	��*� �M� �*�� !�*�*��*B%� � +*� 5����� H�� ������ 	��� )�	���� �!� 	��� �	�	�� �!� ����!��*���
�����)���
������	��*��M���������������!���	���������!�O,��������*��*��*��! *��*B�	����)���	���
���	�� �!� *��� )�	���*�� ������� �������	�	��*� �!� �;��	�*B� )�	���*�� ������ �*�� !��� �;��*����
��������� �*�� 	���	��*	� !��� ��'������D�� �*�� ����*	��� ����	��� ���*������ !��� )�	���*�� �*� 	���
����!��*���6�	���*��8����%���
�
�



 Page -27- 

� �����		��������	�

�B����
�
2*!����	��*� �)������� 	�� 	��� � �����		��� �*����	��� 	��	� 	��� #���	��� 3�����	�� ���	�
�����;���	����O&��������*��*������ ��	� �*����M%�������� ���6��	��!�����	�����	������;���	����
O&M� ������*� �*�� ����  ��	� �*� ������ ������ ��!	� �16�� �	�!!� �*�� � �����		��� �������
��*�� ��*B� 	��	� 	��� *�;	� !�����	�� �!� �C ��� ��'�� �� ��� ���	� �����;���	���� O&��?�� ������*�� �!�
�	��	�����	��*�	���*�;	�	���)��	����B�	��*���*	��%�
�
�'��!$ �(����$�/�
�
2*!����	��*��������)�����	��	���� �����		�����	����16���*� �B�	�������	�*B����	���*��
��)�* �� !��� ������!� 	��� 	����� �;��	�*B�6�	���*�������%� �8���)���� � �� 	�� 	������*�	���*	���
���� ����*��*������	�*B� ���	��������*����%� �1 �� 	�� 	��� �*� !!����*	� 	���� !����)�� �	��*�� 	���
� �����		��� ��� �������*��*B� 	���� ��� �� �� ! �	���� �)�� �	��� ���*� 	��� ���������*� ���
�;	�*������������ �	��!���������#����?�?�"�����'�(��*�7�* �����������%�
�
������	! �����
�
�
��*����5���*��'���������*�
��*����9����
� ������4���� 
 

  



 Page -28- 

SITE EVALUATION – WEST LOST ANGELES VA MEDICAL CENTER 
 

Mr. Philip P. Thomas, Chief Executive Officer, VA Greater Los Angeles Healthcare System, 
has recommended that the Commission consider locating a California State Veterans Home 
on-site at the West Los Angeles campus.  One meeting of the full Commission was held on 
that campus, and Commission members were given extensive briefings and a tour of the 
facility. 
 
The following is based on a follow-up site visit to the VA Medical Center, West Los Angeles 
campus, of the Greater Los Angeles Healthcare System (GLAHS) by Commission members 
Leo Burke and William Manes. 
 
SITE SELECTION CRITERIA: 
1. Distance to acute health care provider. 
Acute health care would be provided for all residents by the VA Medical Center.  Emergency 
transportation, if required, would be provided from the Veterans Home Site to the hospital site 
on the same campus by the VA Medical Center.  The GLAHS is the largest medical center in 
the health care system operated by USDVA.  It includes large, modern emergency and urgent 
care services; more than 700 acute medical, surgical and psychiatric inpatient beds; complete 
operating room and intensive care unit facilities; and a broad extended care continuum that 
includes geriatric evaluation and management units, a sub acute care unit, a hospice program, 
and large inpatient and outpatient rehabilitative medicine programs. 
 
2.  Size of veterans population to be served within defined service area. 
The Greater Los Angeles area is considered to include the Counties of Los Angeles, Ventura, 
Santa Barbara, Kern, and San Luis Obispo.  There are an estimated 800,000 veterans in this 
area, including 250,000 over the age of 65.  Over 70,000 veterans currently use the various 
medical facilities of the GLAHS. 
 
3.  Availability of site, completion of planning process, etc. 
The actual availability date would be somewhat contingent on the specific part of the campus 
selected by the State.  There are some potential areas suggested by the VA staff, which would 
require existing buildings to be razed.  There are other areas which are currently open space 
and which would be immediately available.  The site committee was assured that, in any 
event, the land selected could certainly be prepared before the State would be ready to begin 
construction operations. 
 
4.  Guarantee of site availability at expected construction date. 
This guarantee would have to be negotiated by the State and the GLAHS.  It is evident that the 
VA staff would want a firm commitment regarding the site selection to hold the site for future 
construction of the Veterans Home.  It is unknown, at this time, how long the VA would be 
willing wait for the start of construction but they appear to understand at this time that it would 
be a matter of some years.  The VA staff is interested in developing a long range development 
plan for the entire area of the GLAHS and is primarily interested, at this time, in getting some 
form of site selection commitment from the State. 
 
5.  For of conveyance for state use. 
The GLAHS has offered a long term land lease of 75 years. 
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6.  Site characteristics, including visibility. 
The area includes a very large medical center operated by the U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs, including hospital, research facilities, nursing care units, and a very extensive support 
complex which serves other VA Medical Centers and the two existing California State 
Veterans Homes in Southern California.  The site is clearly visible as a major VA medical 
center.  One consideration would be to prevent the State Veterans Home from being 
submerged under the very large federal facility.  This could be accomplished by selection of an 
area that is near the periphery of the complex and which could be served by direct road 
access from outside the complex, and be appropriately marked by signage.  In general, 
however, the prospective site for the State Veterans Home would be expected to benefit from 
the association of the adjacent federal facility. 
 
7.  Site acquisition and development costs. 
The land lease would be provided at no cost to the State.  There are no unusual land 
conditions on any potential site that would be expected to provide unusual development costs.  
The entire complex is fully served by existing utility services. 
 
8.  Environmental conditions and impact. 
The State Veterans Home would be entirely compatible with the existing use of the area as a 
VA Medical Center.  No adverse environmental conditions would be expected. 
 
9.  Noise conditions and impact. 
Although the location of the entire campus of the VA Medical Center is in an area of very 
heavy vehicle traffic, the potential site for the State Veterans Home is sufficiently removed 
from the traffic that it would be adequately shielded from that type of noise.  There are no other 
unusual conditions in the area which would be expected to generate unusual or excessive 
noise conditions. 
 
10.  Seismic safety. 
This would have to be the subject of a qualified study prior to construction.  However, the area 
is not known for any unusual seismic activity compared to the overall Southern California 
experience.  It is clear that many of the buildings on this campus have been in use for very 
many years and have survived earthquakes in the region.  There was one occurrence, some 
thirty years ago, in which the main building of the Medical Center was damaged to the extent 
that it had to be torn down and replaced, but other buildings which were much older did 
survive.   
 
11.  Value of land to be acquired. 
The land which would be made available by long term lease is owned by the federal 
government and has not been subject to market evaluations.  It is recognized that similar land 
in this area would be worth millions of dollars. 
 
12.  Type and value of land development costs to be provided by host community. 
The construction project on federally owned land would not be subject to local development 
costs. 
 
13.  Availability of labor pool for classes of employees required. 
The population and resources of metropolitan Los Angeles provides a large pool of highly 
qualified health professionals.  The GLAHS/UCLA/USC consortium has extensive linkages to 
the University training programs and serves as a magnet for the most highly qualified of these 
individuals, attracted by opportunities for advanced training and the chance to participate in 
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innovative programs.  Each year, large numbers of health care trainees from these programs 
seek employment in this system including nurses, social workers, and rehabilitation 
professionals. 
 
In addition, the State Veterans Home would be able to contract with GLAHS for a significant 
part of its staffing needs.  While it would be expected that the State would employ its own 
nursing staff, almost all other professional medical services could be provided by contract.  
Other services which could be provided under contract would be food service, maintenance, 
and laundry.  It should be noted that the two existing State Veterans Homes in Southern 
California already contract with GLAHS for laundry services from as far away as Barstow and 
Chula Vista. 
GLAHS has modern, state-of-the-art computerized systems for patient data management that 
could be shared by a California State Veterans Home on the campus, and which would also be 
expected to reduce staffing requirements.  GLAHS now has a totally computerized patient 
chart system that includes orders; admission, discharge, consultation and progress notes; 
patient and family social/financial information; test results; and workload information.  In 
addition, the GLAHS computerized patient management system contains a wealth of health 
care algorithms, drug and medical knowledge databases, training programs, and other key 
resources that would be of major benefit to the Veterans Home staff and programs. 
 
A potential staff benefit would be provided by the educational programs based on the 
extensive academic resources of GLAHS, UCLA and USC, which could be developed and 
used to enhance the level of staff, patient, and familiy education at the Veterans Home site.  A 
variety of educational approaches would be possible, including weekly teleconferencing 
programs and educational outreach efforts by GLAHS staff to the staff of the Veterans Home. 
 
14.  Transportation services. 
The Greater Los Angeles Area is fully served by major air and ground transportation systems.  
The campus of GLAHS is served by major city streets and regional freeway systems.  There is 
continuous service to the campus by public transit systems. 
 
15.  Recreational facilities available. 
There is a wide range of facilities available, both on the immediate campus of GLAHS and in 
the surrounding community.  The normal recreational facilities of a major metropolitan area are 
enhanced in this area by the proximity of one of the largest campuses in the University of 
California system, and major public beaches. 
 
16.  Cultural, social, religious access. 
The Los Angeles area has a large veteran population with exceptional ethnic representation.  
Veterans with a wide range of ethnic and cultural backgrounds would find comfortable 
surroundings at this location.  As in the case of recreational facilities, there is an extensive 
range of social and religious facilities in the immediate area of Brentwood/Westwood which 
would be expected to fully welcome the residents of a State Veterans Home, and the facilities 
would be readily accessible by existing transportation systems. 
 
17.  Community support. 
There is an existing nucleus of community support from local veteran organizations throughout 
the Greater Los Angeles Area, which already provide volunteer support services at the Medical 
Center.  In addition, many of the large veteran organizations have state and regional offices in 
a nearby federal office facility and have had a long-term interest and relationship with all the 
USDVA activities including the near-by National Cemetery as well as the Medical Center.  The 
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national service organizations also have offices with Veterans Service Officers immediately 
available on the campus. 
 
One of the most important issues related to community support would involve the GLAHS 
itself.  It is clear that the executive leadership of the facility is strongly in favor of locating a 
California State Veterans Home on this campus, that they will assist the project development 
in any way that they can, and that they would strongly support such a facility after it was 
constructed.  An early objective, for GLAHS, would be to have the Home included in the long 
range development plan for the campus so the necessary land could be committed and held 
for this purpose. 
 
18.  Other quality of life issues. 
The GLAHS site offers an extremely broad range of resources to ensure an optimum quality of 
life for potential residents of a State Veterans Home.  The campus is a beautiful, tree-lined, 
quiet, secure, 400-acre oasis in the Brentwood/Westwood area of Los Angeles.  The campus 
has its own 9-hole golf course, exercise facilities, a Japanes garden, miles of safe walking 
areas, an extensive gardening area, and a professional theatre.  The campus is less than 2 
miles away from the UCLA campus and is immediately adjacent to a commercial area that 
includes a myriad of restaurants, shops, markets, and theaters.  The Getty Museum can be 
accessed from a shuttle service on site at GLAHS, and the Armand Hammer Museum is 10 
minutes away.  Santa Monica Beach and the Pacific Ocean are 20 minutes to the west.  In 
addition, a broad range of adult education programs are available at UCLA and the California 
State community colleges in the area.  A bus line runs through the campus, and other forms of 
public transportation are readily available to assist in reaching all of these activities. 
 
19.  Distance to public safety providers. 
All necessary public safety services are provided on campus by GLAHS. 
 
20.  Accessibility to site for visitors. 
The site is fully accessible by private vehicles and by public transportation. 
 
21.  Alzheimer’s/dementia medical care. 
The UCLA Alzheimer’s Disease Center is nationally recognized for clinical care, research and 
education in Alzheimer’s Disease and other aging-related dementias.    Specialized programs 
in PTSD, schizophrenia, mood disorders, geropsychiatry, and substance abuse management, 
as well as inpatient psychiatric care, ambulatory mental health care, psychiatric consultation, 
and psychological services are available at GLAHS and would be fully available to residents of 
a State Veterans Home. 
 
The GLAHS Geriatric Research, Education and Clinical Center (GRECC) Program would be a 
unique and powerful resource.  The congressionally chartered, VAHQ funded, national 
GRECC program includes 20 GRECCs located at leading VA medical centers throughout the 
country. The GLAHS GRECC is the oldest, largest and most productive of these centers.  The 
role of the GRECCs is to improve the health care of older veterans through clinically relevant 
research in aging disorders, establishing new educational programs, and developing testing 
and disseminating improved models of health care for older veterans.  Thus, the GLAHS 
GRECC is positioned to provide major support for various aspects of the State Veterans Home 
site on this campus.   
 
It should also be noted that the Veterans Millennium Healthcare Bill passed by Congress 
provides approximately $800 million over the next four years to enhance long-term care 
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programs for aging veterans.  The combination of the medical services which could be 
provided by the GLAHS and the long term residential services provided by a State Veterans 
Home on the same site would be entirely complementary and could result in quality of care of 
the highest order for the residents. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
1.  The GLAHS campus should be considered as an important candidate site for a California 
State Veterans Home.  The site could be considered as meeting the needs for both a location 
in the Greater Los Angeles area and a facility to receive veterans suffering from Alzheimer’s 
and other dementia type problems. 
 
2.  A site such as the GLAHS campus should be considered primarily for providing nursing 
care because of the extensive medical services available from the VA Medical Center. 
 
3.  The Commission consider potential advantages in developing such a site in stages, as 
compared to past practice of building a large home, such as 400 beds, in one project.  One 
stage, for example, could be designed to provide an initial capability for providing care for 
persons with dementia type problems, with later additions to provide other types of nursing 
care. 
 
Submitted:   May 17, 2001 
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Governor’s Commission on California Veterans Homes 

Long Beach Veteran's Healthcare System Subcommittee Report 
 

Report of Long Beach Veteran Healthcare System Subcommittee  
 

The Long Beach VA Subcommittee consisting of John Larson, Chair and Ron Melendez 
with Project Director Ron Brand met with representatives of the Long Beach Veterans 
Hospital on May 10, 2001. The hospital representatives included Ramon J. Reevy, Director; 
David Gray, Acting Associate Director; Sandi Szabo, Acting Chief of Staff; Charles 
Feistman, Chief Resources Health Care Group; Alice Martinez, Sharing Agreements 
Coordinator and Barbara Fallon, VISN 22 - Strategic Managements Officer.  

Also present were representatives of Senator Betty Karnette’s and Assembly Member Sally 
Havice’s offices. 

We discussed the role of the Commission and the expectation that each site would submit 
submitted to the Commission an application much like a grant proposal. We pointed out that 
the proposal should cover all 21 points outlined in the Site Selection Criteria 
previously furnished to the Hospital Staff. It was pointed out there would be competing 
proposals. It was asked if the Commission had assigned the weight factors to the 21 points. 
We stated those decisions had not been made as yet but would be in the future.  

Extensive discussion was conducted about what the Commission expected as well the 
various advantages the Long Beach Site would have on any final decision.  

Discussed were the number of beds anticipated (400) as well as the breakdown between 
Skilled Nursing Beds, Alzheimer's and Dementia beds and domiciliary quarters. The hospital 
staff indicated the desire to locate a California Veterans Homes at their location and 
stressed the location and specialized health services that could be provided there.  

The Committee stressed that time was of the essence and that the Long Beach application 
should be in by the Middle of July as the report is due in October. There was some 
discussion regarding the possibility of a joint VISN 22, LA\Long Beach proposal being 
offered.   

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

 
John Larson 
Ronald Melendez 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA GOVERNOR’S COMMISSION ON CALIFORNIA VETERANS HOME 
 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON NORTHERN CALIFORNIA/SHASTA COUNTY VETERANS HOME 
 

SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATE FOR MAY 17, 2001 COMMISSION HEARING 
 
 
SUMMARY: The Northern California/Shasta County Veterans Home Subcommittee 
members, Daniel Silva (Chair) and Sandra Yope, attended numerous briefings and site 
presentations in and around Redding, CA on Friday, May 11, 2001. We were shown four 
possible site locations for a future Veterans Home in the Redding area.  The 
community strongly supports and desires a Veterans Home be located in the Shasta 
County area to serve the veteran population in the northern twelve counties of the 
state.  The presentation represented a comprehensive, consolidated regional effort 
towards providing a viable site that could be made available at any time for a 
future Veterans Home.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: The Subcommittee strongly recommends the full Commission hold the 
next Commission Hearing in Redding, CA and visit the four proposed sites.   
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Subcommittee members were presented a comprehensive binder 
providing detailed information regarding the area, the needs of the Veterans, 
medical and educational resources, and specific site criteria. 
The site presentation began with an overall community briefing with representatives 
from the Redding VA Clinic, Shasta Community College, the Mercy Medical Center, 
Veteran’s Groups, and Economic Development Corporation.  Senator Maurice 
Johannessen and his District Representative, Julie Clausen, as well as Supervisor 
Molly Wilson, Board of Shasta County Supervisors attended the community briefing.  
Julie Clausen and Supervisor Wilson accompanied the subcommittee members throughout 
the day. 
 
The Subcommittee members, along with several presenters of the overview, were then 
taken on a quick area tour and then to each of the four possible sites.  The four 
sites shown were located within the City of Redding, the City of Anderson, the City 
of Shasta Lake, and Shasta College (in the unincorporated area) respectively.  At 
each of the City sites, the Subcommittee members were met by the Mayor or Deputy 
Mayor, Development Services Representatives to include the Chief Planning and 
Building Officials, and Economic Development Managers.  At the Shasta College site, 
several Deans and Program Directors escorted the tour group throughout the campus 
and potential site.  At all sites, all representatives discussed how the property 
could be made available to the State at no cost, how the project could be 
streamlined through the planning and building process, available infrastructure to 
the site and proximity to local hospitals, and the regional backing for whatever 
site was chosen.   
 
The first site is located within the City of Redding on Airport Road at the 
intersection of Highway 44.  It is approximately 40 undeveloped acres in size in a 
predominately flat, wooded area.  Although the property is currently privately 
owned, if chosen, it will be donated to the State.  The second site (approximately 
30-40 acres depending on need) is located in the City of Anderson southeast of the 
intersection of Shady Lane and Balls Ferry Road.  It is flat farming area just to 
the east of Interstate 5.  The land is privately owned, but would be acquired by 
the City of Anderson and donated to the state if chosen for a future home.  The 
third site is on the Shasta College campus located at the intersection of Old 
Oregon Trail and Highway 299E.   The campus totals 337 acres and 30-40 acres would 
be provided in the northwest section of the campus that is currently undeveloped.  
The land is owned by the State of California, Community Colleges and is relatively 
flat and wooded.  The fourth site is located in the City of Shasta Lake, on State 
Route 151.  The subcommittee members were initially shown approximately 25 acres on 
the south side of the road that were wooded and rolling terrain; however, at the 
site the City of Shasta Lake also offered City owned property on the north side of 
the road with 30-40 acres available to a possible home.  The northern property was 
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less rolling terrain and wooded with large meadow areas.  The property would be 
donated to the State if chosen. 
 
The Redding area is served by the Redding VA Clinic, Shasta County’s Mercy Medical 
Center, and the Redding Medical Center.  All are relatively close by major 
thoroughfares to all sites with the City of Shasta Lake being the furthest away.  
There are helicopter and fixed wing transport services available and medical air 
transport services to the rural northern portions of the state.  A large range of 
medical specialties can be provided to include cardiac, cancer, and trauma.  Shasta 
College provides a variety of medical related academic programs including nursing, 
dental hygiene, and gerontology.  There is no nursing shortage in Redding. 
 
The region has numerous recreational and cultural activities to serve the members, 
family and staff of a Veterans Home.  There are numerous State and 
National parks in the region for outdoor recreational activities to include 
boating, skiing-water and snow, camping, hiking, biking, etc.  There is a 
convention center that hosts many local and internationally renowned events. 
The area has a very low crime rate with little gang activity and few felony crimes.  
The climate is moderate with a limited rainy season between December and March and 
low humidity when temperatures exceed 100 degrees during the summer (approximately 
39 days a year). 
 
FINAL NOTE: A Town Hall meeting was held on Friday night attended by Commissioner 
Silva to show community support towards a future Veterans Home in Shasta County.  
Approximately 300 people attended the meeting. 
 
CONCLUSION: The Shasta County area has four very viable potential sites for a 
future Veterans Home.  The location would serve the 12 northernmost counties of the 
state that represent a very diverse and large geographic area that has many 
extremely rural areas with limited transportation corridors.  The communities 
represented by these county areas are united, organized, and determined to bring 
additional Veterans services to the northern state. They have worked together 
cooperatively to provide sites that would meet the Commission’s site criteria for a 
future Veteran’s Home. 
 
We, the Subcommittee Members for Northern California/Shasta County Veterans 
Homes, strongly recommend the full Commission view the sites and presentations for 
this area as part of the next Commission’s Hearing on a date to be determined. 
 
 
Dan Silva 
Sandra Yope 
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Analysis of Underserved Areas - Veterans Home 
         
State Veteran Population 2,623,400        
            

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA    CENTRAL VALLEY    

VETERANS HOME    VETERANS HOME   

            

Number of Veterans in the area         

            

Butte  20,720   Calaveras  7,870   

Del Norte  2,820   Fresno   51,870   

Glenn  2,000   Kern   48,360   

Humboldt  12,070   Kings   7,930   

Lassen  3,290   Madera   10,210   

Modoc  1,210   Mariposa  2,360   

Plumas  2,900   Merced   11,380   

Shasta  19,170   San Benito  3,420   

Sierra  620   San Joaquin  37,390   

Siskiyou  5,650   Stanislaus  34,530   

Tehama  5,600   Tulare   20,500   

Trinity  2,120   Tuolumne  10,280   

            

Total  78,170      246,100   

            

Percentage of State Veterans  2.98%      9.38%   

                  

                  

Comparison Figures         

    Veterans   Percentage    

Los Angeles   538,190     20.51     

San Diego   282,100   10.75 **   

Riverside/San Bernardino 270,460   10.31 *   

Central   246,100   9.38    

Orange   225,820   8.61    

Ventura/Santa Barbara/SLO 132,650   5.06    

Contra Costa  88,030   3.36    

North     78,170     2.98     

      ``     

Included Areas  1,861,520   71    

Unincluded Areas  761,880   29    
           

 *Served by CVH-Barstow 

  
  
 **Served by CVH- Chula Vista           

         
Based on July 1, 2000 USDVA Veteran Population Figures     
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